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Dear Parents & Students: 
I look forward to the important work ahead as we make a big 
effort to do our best as summer approaches! 
8th grade AVID students pose with Leesburg Mayor Kristen Umstattd 
after the students’ participated in a “speed interviewing activity”. 
Thank you to the Mayor and the many business representatives who 
joined us for this activity. Our students will always remember this 
special opportunity! 
Sofie Subiaur won 2nd place at the local “You Be the Chemist” 
competition and qualified for the state competition! She finished 
5th and has now attended state competition two years in a row! Congratulations and great job 
Sofie. 
 

Our 6th graders enjoyed the “Critters Don’t Need Litter” assembly brought to 
us by Mrs. Miller, 6th grade science teacher and Tony Hayes, Recycling 
Specialist with the Loudoun County Department of General Services and 
Division of Waste Management. 
 

 
Way to go to Caleb Washington, Emma Sleeman, Emily Kilbourne 
and Adam Buchen along with Choral Director Willis Rosenfeld! 
These students were named to the All State Chorus Ensemble. 
They performed in Tyson’s Corner on Saturday, April 25 with 
students from selected from all over Virginia. 

Our musical ensembles competed at 
Hershey Park on May 1st.  
 
Congratulations to all our students and directors for their hard work 
and for representing our school: Band 8 – 2/Excellent, Chorus 8 – 
1/Superior, Select Chorus – 1/Superior, Guitar 8 – 1/Superior, and 
Orchestra – 3/Good. Select Chorus was also awarded best chorus 
ensemble of the day. 
 

Our jazz bands competed at assessment and earned high honors:  
Jazz band 1 – Superior; Jazz band 2 – Superior. Way to go folks! 
Congratulations to Kayla Ballve, Emily Young, Daniel Hassler, and Ryan Robinson. They were named 
to the All District Jazz Band and performed at Loudoun County High School on Saturday, April 25th.  
 
“Aladdin, Jr.” was extremely well done and my 
congratulations to everyone involved in producing a 
fantastic show in such a short period of time. I’d like to 
especially thank our director Karla Louis as well as all the 
staff and parents who helped make it possible. The hard 
work began in February and it proved worthwhile as our 
students made the most of this opportunity. Great job to 
all the kids! 
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Our 2nd Annual International was a great time by all 
who attended. Thank you to the many students, 
parents and staff who helped make it a special 
evening. I am already looking forward to next year! 
 
 
May and June are filled with end of year music 
concerts and assemblies. I am looking forward to 
these final activities and the culmination of their 
practice and hard work. 
 

 
Parents should have received your child’s course verification information by mail for the 2015-16 
school year last month.  We asked you to review it carefully to make sure that the courses in our 
computer match what you and your child have selected for the upcoming year.  Any errors or 
changes should be reported to your child’s guidance counselor. As mentioned before, hiring 
decisions are made on the accuracy of these requests and your help is very important. 
 
May 4th marks the beginning of Teacher Appreciation Week.  I have said throughout the years that 
there is nothing more important than the work that goes on day in and day out in the classroom.  
The profession of teaching makes everything around us possible.  I hope you take a moment during 
this week to say thank you to someone on the Simpson faculty who has helped your child. They 
have worked hard to make this year Simpson’s best ever! 
 
We begin SOL testing this May and students in grades 6, 7, and 8 will have assessments beginning 
May 6th.  We test grades 6, 7, & 8 in reading, math while 8th graders also take history and science.  
It will be very important for students to attend regularly throughout the month as teachers begin 
their reviews and make the final push towards preparing your child for these assessments.  Here is 
our schedule: 

 Algebra 1 and Geometry -- 5/6 - 5/8  
 Science 8 -- 5/11-5/12  
 Reading 6 -- 5/13-5/14  
 Reading 8 -- 5/15-5/18  
 Reading 7 -- 5/19-5/20 
 Civics 8 -- 5/21-5/26  
 Math 6 -- 5/26-5/28 
 Acc 6/7 -- 5/26-5/29 
 Math 7 -- 5/28-5/29  
  Math 8 -- 6/1 - 5/24  

We are accepting Nutragrain bar donations as we help feed our students 
throughout the SOL testing window. A box is outside the main office and 
thank you in advance for your donation. 

 
 
 

May/June 2015               Note from the Principal                       Pg.  3 



 
 
 
Interims and reminders to CLARITY users will be May 13th.  As always, contact your child’s teachers 
with questions or concerns and if a meeting is needed with several teachers, then contact your 
child’s school guidance counselor.  Monday, May 25 is a holiday in observation of Memorial Day and 
June really is right around the corner. 
 
The final exam schedule is as follows: 

June 11 Periods 5 & 6 
June 12  Periods 1 & 2 
June 15  Periods 7 & 8 
June 16 Periods 3 & 4 

 
 We will be posting the 2015-16 supply list on our website in June so be on the lookout and report 
cards, SOL test results along with other materials will be mailed home on Monday, June 22rd. 
 
As you begin your summer, I hope you enjoy it with family and friends, and make the most of your 
summer break! Thank you for your continued support as we bring to a close a terrific school year. 
My special thanks to the PTO and all of the volunteers who have done a great deal keeping our 
school spirit high by providing lots of support! The volunteers make it possible to give our kids a 
variety of special activities throughout the year and help with everything from copying to providing 
special lunches and treats for the staff. All of us applaud you, the parents, for everything you have 
done for us throughout the year! 
 
My sincere congratulations to our 8th graders and let me add, JOB WELL DONE! Thank you for a 
terrific year and some fantastic memories. 
 
I am extremely proud of all that has been accomplished and working together had made the 
difference.  Although raising children and educating our youth has its challenges, the rewards make 
it all worthwhile. I hope every student can say this has been their best year ever! 
 
I wish all of you a happy and safe summer! 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chad D. Runfola 
Principal 
 

 

Reminder -- Final exams are not given 
early. Make ups will happened during or 

after the exam window. 
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Dear Class of 2019: 

 

The next four years will bring many challenges and many chances to do your best.  A little advice: 

 

 Be kind to one another and take care of your fellow classmates & LCHS! 

 Be safe and avoid the risky behaviors that can take you off course from fulfilling your 

potential! 

 Work hard and open doors to your future! 

 

You are joining a high school with the richest traditions in all of Loudoun County. It will be your 

responsibility to maintain its’ reputation for excellence by doing your best. I want to hear and read about your future accomplishments. 

 

Thank you for the wonderful memories! It has been my privilege to be your principal and to walk with you through middle school. 

 

Sincerely, 

                         
Mr. Runfola 

Principal 
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May 1   Band, Orchestra, Chorus, Strings to Hershey Park for Competition 
May 4   7th Grade Field Trip to Washington, DC 
May 5 – May 8 Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 6   National Nurses Day 
May 8    8th Grade Dance – 7:00 pm in the Auxiliary Gym 
May 11  SOL Testing Begins 
May 13  Interims 
May 22  7th and 8th Grade Awards Assemblies 
May 25  Memorial Day – Holiday, No School 
May 27  Arts Awards Banquet – 7:00 to 9:00 
May 29  8th Grade Field Trip to Kings Dominion 
 
 
June 5   PTO Summer Send Off at Great Country Farms 
June 11  Exam Week 
June 16  6th Grade Field Day 
June 16  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL! 
June 22  Report Cards Mailed Home 
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Simpson Families, 

 

We are quickly closing in on summer, but May and June will be a busy time for the PTO as we wrap-up 

things for this school year.  During May and early June, we have four big events in the works – our PTO officer 

nominations/elections, Teacher Appreciation Week, the 8
th

 Grade Dance, and Summer Send-Off.  Please see 

more details about these events below.   

   
The week of May 4th-8th we will celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week.  The PTO has something planned for our 

wonderful Simpson staff each day this week!  If you would like to be involved with it, please contact our Staff 
Appreciation Chairman, Kate Warren, at kateandtywarren@gmail.com.  This year, to aide parents who would like to do 
something special for their teacher, we sent out a Simpson Staff Favorites Survey.  To see the results and what treat your 
child’s teacher may really enjoy, please use this link to the results: 
http://www.lcps.org/cms/Workspace/Section/Section.aspx?DomainId=2765. 

 
Calling all 8th graders!  This year’s 8th Grade Dance will be on Friday, May 8th at 7pm in the Simpson Auxiliary 

Gym.  This event is a semi-formal.  Please look for more information to come home about this event very soon!  A big 
thank you to Farah El-Zein for organizing this event for our eighth graders!  If you can volunteer to assist with this 
event, please contact Farah at elzeinf@gmail.com.  If you can assist with food donations for this event, please contact 
Cindy Backus at cbackus1@verizon.net.   

 

Please make plans early for your child to join us at the Summer Send-Off event – space will be 

limited and this is sure to be a fantastic night for the students!  This event is scheduled for Friday, June 5
th 

(5-8pm) at Great Country Farms.  Last year’s event at Great Country Farm was such a success that we’ve 

decided to do it again!  Our event chairman, Julie Odenwaldt, is planning for a great night of fun for everyone!  

Please look for more information to come home with your child soon.  We will need many volunteers to help 

make it this run smoothly, so if you can volunteer to assist with Summer Send-Off, please contact our 

Volunteer Coordinator, Sonya Connors, at volunteers@simpsonpto.org.  

 
We would love to get some new parents involved with the PTO!  Simpson has some wonderful events that 

have become traditions for our school, but they can only happen each year through the work of the dedicated PTO 
volunteers.  At this point, we need some new faces with helping hands.  All of our PTO officers and several of our PTO 
chairmen are moving on and we need to fill their positions for next year.  Without new folks stepping in, we won’t be 
able to continue the events and traditions that have been held for our Simpson Mustangs over the last few years.  If you 
are interested in serving as a PTO officer next year, or know someone who is, please let our nominating committee of 
Christine Gherst and Adrian Berkey know asap!  You may contact the nominating committee at c.gherst@verizon.net or 
hokee94@hotmail.com.  Nomination information and forms are available on the PTO section of the Simpson webpage 
and hard copies were sent home.  All nomination forms are due by Friday, May 4th. 

 
Once the new officers are elected, they will be working to appoint committee chairmen and set the calendar of 

events for next year.  If you would like to serve as a chairman of a particular committee next year, please use this link 
to provide your information and indicate the chairmanship you are interested in:  
http://www.lcps.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=8142 

 
I look forward to seeing you at our May PTO meeting, where we will hold elections for next year’s officers.  

Please plan to join us on Monday, May 18th at 7:00pm in the Simpson Library!   
 
Kim D. Berkey 
PTO President 
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PTO Calendar of Events 

May 4 – Nutri Grain Bars Donation Ends 

May 4-8 – Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 8 – 8
th

 Grade Dance  

May 11 – SOL Testing Begins 

May 13 – Market Day Pick-up (5:15-6:15pm in the Cafeteria) 

May 18 – PTO Meeting & Elections (7:00pm in the Simpson Library)  

 

June 5 – Summer Send-Off at Great Country Farms 

June 10 – Market Day Pick-up (5:15-6:15pm in the Cafeteria) 

June 16 – 6
th

 Grade Field Day & Last Day of School 

June 17 – PTO Luncheon for Staff (noon) 

 

June – New PTO Board Transition Planning Meeting (Committee Chairmen will be appointed) 

July – PTO Board Planning Meeting (Calendar of Events will be set) 
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Course Selection 
In order to make a course change, current sixth and seventh graders must have something in writing from the parent or 
guardian and direct it to his or her school counselor. 
 
Rising Freshmen should direct any changes to the Loudoun County High School Counseling Director, Dan Croyle at 
Daniel.Croyle@LCPS.ORG 
 
 

Other Counseling News 
Topic specific groups are wrapping up for the end of the year in all grade levels. 
 

The TJ Admissions Office will be holding several information sessions for rising 8th grade 
students and their families in Loudoun County this spring.  Below is a list of those dates and 
times. 
 

 Tuesday, May 12, 2015, Seneca Ridge, 6:30 PM 

 Wednesday, May 13, 2015, Trailside, 6:00 PM 

 Thursday, May 14, 2015, Eagle Ridge, 6:00 PM 

 Friday, May 15, 2015, Lunsford, 9:00 AM 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Amos Simms-Smith at 571-423-3772. 
 

AOS Admission Process Information 
Students that have an IEP and are interested in applying need to see Mrs. McKean no later 
than June 1st

 

Deadline to submit Part 1 is Thursday, October 8th2015 @ 11:59 p.m. The PART 1 application 
will be live on the AOS website on Monday August 3rd, 2015.  As part of the admission process 
students will be required to take the SAT.  Test date is November 7, 2015. 

Summer Plans ??? 
Summer is right around the corner, start planning for it now, summer programs fill 

up fast.  Make your plans and check into the organizations early.  Keep an eye out 

on the local newspapers for summer opportunities.  Here are a few links for 

Loudoun programs listed below: 

The Journey Through Hallow Ground  

Douglas Community Center – www.loudoun.gov/douglasscc 

Ida Lee Recreation Center- http://www.idalee.org 

LCPS :  Http://www.lcps.org 

Loudoun County Parks and Recreation – www.loudoun.gov/prcs/camps 

Loudoun County Public Libraries – www.LCPL.lib.va.us 
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Summer Remediation 
Students are currently being invited to summer remediation by their grade level counselor.  Simpson’s summer 
remediation program will be held a Douglass School downtown Leesburg.  It will begin Monday, July 6th, and end 
Thursday, August 6th.  Class runs from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. 
 
Virtual Loudoun is an online educational experience that is being offered.  Students should see their counselor to find 
out more about the program and what class they are available for their grade level. 
 
 

Summer in the Arts 2015 
 

ART EXPLOSION 
Thursday, July 2nd, 2015 

Heritage High School 
 

Featured Classes Include: 

DANCE 
LITERARY ART 

LANGUAGE CULTURE 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

VOCAL PERFORMANCE & THEATRE 
VISUAL ART 

 

Class Descriptions are available on-line at: www.lcps.org 
Go to Quick Links ● Click on Fine Arts ● Click on Summer in the Arts 

  
 EXTREME JOURNEY SUMMER CAMP 2015 - ANNOUNCING THREE SESSIONS:  
Session 1 at Smart's Mill MS, July 6-17; Session 2 at Harper Park MS, July 13-24; Session 3 at Smart's Mill MS, July 20 - 
July 31 ~ For details about the camp and registration form, copy and paste link below click here.   

 http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/1/2015%20Extreme%20Journey%20Summer%2
0Camp%20Flyer.pdf 

 To watch a video featuring the Extreme Journey Summer Camp 2012, click here  http://vimeo.com/46620625.  
Sessions fill up fast! 
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Simpson Mustangs celebrated  

Autism Awareness  

during April Lighting it Up Blue  

(wearing blue) on Friday April 17
th
.  Autism ribbons and pins were purchased by students and 

the proceeds of $137.00 will be donated to a local charity supporting Autism. 

 

 

  

                                  6th GRADE SCIENCE 
 

We have finished exploring our Space Unit! The 

students will be moving into learning more about our 

home planet as we talk about Energy, Resources and 

Watersheds.  We will look at types of energy found on 

Earth and examine some Natural Resources that we have available.   

We will look at how our world is affected by human life and what we 

can do to better ourselves to help keep our world beautiful. 

 
 

                     FACS Happenings! 
The FACS classes have been busy sewing their PJ pants, and baking bread 
products (including allergen free products)  The 7th graders are working on their 
home cooking projects and you can see those on our instagram page @jlsmsfacs  
The kids are tagging their home cooking project pictures with 
#homecookingproject on instagram and we are looking forward to seeing what 
they all come up with.  The 8th grade FACS program is getting ready to do their 
childcare/babysitting unit and will end the year with entrepreneurship unit and 
a in class “Cupcake Wars” as well as our fashion and design unit in which we 

will create tie-dye t-shirts!  We look forward to having the rising 7th graders next year and look forward to many of 
our 7th graders joining us in 8th grade Teen Living/FACS next year! 
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                        7
th

 Grade Social Studies 
On May 4th, the 7th grade will be heading to 

Washington D.C. to see the monuments to learn 

more about the history behind them.  After our field 

trip, we will begin our chapter on World War Two 

and how the rise of dictators changed our world. 

 Students will also learn about the Holocaust to understand how this 

event changed the lives of many people.  Towards the end of May, we will 

begin discussing how the spread of Communism was feared which began the Cold War crisis.   

 

 

 
                  TECHNOLOGY NEWS 

All 6
th

 and 7
th

 graders were given Digitally 
Literacy lessons this year through their 
English/Language Arts Class.  The website 
has wonderful resources and information 

for students and parents as well.  We 
encourage you to take some time and go to 
the website and discuss with your student 
the lessons taught. You can also use the 
website to continue the discussion at home 
on the importance of Digitally Literacy and Safety. 

Visit the website at:  https://www.commonsensemedia.org 

 
 
 

Have A 
Great 

Summer 
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Library News! 
 

We are still ongoing with our Digital Literacy and Citizenship Curriculum unit.  

 

The Spring BOGO (Buy One Get One Free) Library Book Fair will be held on April 27th through May 1st.  
The book fair will be open 8:30AM – 4:00PM.  Students will be coming to the book fair during their 
regularly scheduled library class time.  Parents and guardians are more than welcome to come to the fair 
during the day and after school.  For payment we accept cash, check, and credit cards (parent and 
guardian must be present to make credit card purchases).  If you’re sending your student to school with a 
check, please make the check out to J.L. Simpson Middle School.  
At this time, the library staff would like to personally thank all of the volunteers who helped out with the 
book fair.  We would not have been a success without our volunteers. Thank you. 

 

 The library is one of the testing sites for SOLS, so please be patient with us during these adjusted 
library hours.  Students are encouraged to come to the library before school starts to get new books.  
During SOLs, there will be a cart outside the main library door for students to return books. 

 

Lest you think that the reading fun will end, Loudoun County Public Library’s teen summer reading 
program will be officially kicking off in June. This year’s theme is Every Hero Has a Story: UNMASK! There will 
be game tournaments, crafts, and science experiments to name a few of the activities teens will get to 
complete in the program.  The 2015 Summer Reading Program will be accessible through our library 
website. 

 

As always, if students have overdue books, we need them to be returned.  All books, Playaways (MP3 
Audiobooks), and flash drives are due back on June 5th, 2015. 

 

 
As always, keep reading! 
Mrs. Kennedy and Miss Yorkshire 
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Backpack Buddies 

Need Your Help 
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